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Rock = Jesus Christ 
Reclaiming Of Christ’s Kingdom – an international family-of-churches called to advance Christ’s kingdom in every area of life for 
the glory of God! 

 
He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. Deut. 32:4 

They drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that Rock was Christ. 1 Cor. 10:4 
But seek first His kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Matt.6:33 

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock. Matt.7:24 

 

Christ’s Kingdom & Civil Government 
 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there 

will be no end.” Isaiah 9:7 
“From His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will 
tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, ‘King of 

kings and Lord of lords.” Rev. 19:15-16 
“The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies your footstool.” Luke 20:42-43; Ps.110:1 

“He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His purpose, which He set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of 
time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and things on earth.” Eph. 1:10 

“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
God…” Eph. 2:19 

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The 
authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against 
what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do 

right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will 
be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear 

the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is 
necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 

6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone 
what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

Romans 13:1-7 
 
 

Teacher: Dr. Timothy Johns 
Introduction: The objective of this biblical teaching is to help Christ-followers obtain the renewed mind 
of Christ so that, as citizens of heaven, we can think and act in such a way that we advance Christ’s 
kingdom on earth in every sphere of life – particularly the area of civil government. Ideas have 
consequences. Our ideological and philosophical foundations will determine the basis of our thinking, 
which then dictates our actions. Mike Hays writes, “Our purpose is to inform, encourage thought, and to 
re-establish Kingdom principles in the American democratic process.  As citizens of both the United States 
and the Kingdom of God, we have the responsibility to participate in the democratic process by 
representing Scriptural teachings. 
  
Christ Our King & Advancing Christ’s Kingdom on Earth: All truth and reality is driven by the Trinity: 
Father, Son, Holy Spirit.  The starting point for believers is God and His glory, not human beings and their 
desires.  Our first identity is that we are royal sons/daughters of a King. (1 Pet. 2:9) We are sons of Father’s 
Family, and citizens of a heavenly kingdom. (Eph. 2:19) We are “seated with Christ in heavenly places” 
(Eph. 2:6-7) and we are called, as the “ecclesia” (the gathered church as the legislative branch of the 
kingdom of God) to bring the rule of Christ and His kingdom to earth. We are not, first and foremost, 
republicans, democrats, independents, or even Americans. We are, first and foremost, sons/daughters of 



2 
 

God called to advance His “kingdom-nation” on earth as influential servants that manifest Christ’s  a.) fruit 
of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, affection, etc), b.) wisdom and revelation of the Spirit, c.) power of the Spirit. 
 
America was originally founded on the Judeo-Christian worldview as “One Nation Under God”: 

1. Not all religious worldviews lead to the same god (s). 
2. Not all religious ideologies are equal.  
3. David Barton, founder of Wall Builders, writes “In accord with what was so accurately stated by 

George Washington, we believe that "the propitious [favorable] smiles of heaven can never be 
expected on a nation which disregards the eternal rules of order and right which heaven itself has 
ordained." 

 
Two Opposing Worldviews: America has been transitioning out of a Judeo-Christian worldview and into 
a secular humanistic worldview. There are very dangerous and damaging consequences which are 
occurring as a result of this ideological shift. Unfortunately, the Western church has been absorbing the 
prevailing secular cultural mindset rather than function as “salt & light” which preserves and illuminates 
society. The 2016 national election is actually a battle over the ideological foundations that will shape our 
nation’s future.  

1. Secular material humanism: This worldview starts with humankind as the source and center of 

“truth”.  “The Secular Worldview is a religious worldview in which “man is the measure” -- 

mankind is the ultimate norm by which truth and values are to be determined. According to 

Secular Humanism, all reality and life center upon human beings. In fact, we act as our own ‘god’. 

The Secular Worldview is a comprehensive view of the world from a materialistic, naturalistic 

standpoint. Therefore, the Secular Humanist sees no place for the supernatural or immaterial. 

"There is no place in the Humanist worldview for either immortality or God in the valid meanings 

of those terms. Humanism contends that instead of God creating the cosmos, the cosmos, in the 

individualized form of human beings giving rein to their imagination, created the “gods”. The 

following elements of the Secular Worldview naturally flow from this core foundation. Secular 

Humanists believe that there is no God, that science and the scientific process have made God 

obsolete. Humanists believe that only matter – things we can touch, feel, prove, or study – exists 

and has always existed. Man is only matter (no soul or spirit). No supernatural explanation is 

needed for the existence of this matter. Naturalism says that only matter exists – things you can 

touch, feel, and study. The Humanist trusts the scientific method as the only sure way of knowing 

anything, so if something cannot be observed, tested, and experimented on, it doesn’t exist. Since 

you can’t observe God, hell, the human mind or spirit, or conduct experiments on them they can’t 

– and don’t – exist. Since the Secular Worldview rejects the existence of God, human beings get 

to decide on standards and values. Humanists believe that science, reason, and historical 

experience are sufficient guides for figuring out what is right or wrong in any situation. These 

standards will not always be the same, as each person has a different background and reasoning. 

Therefore, the standards and values – ethics – are relative. The Humanist Manifesto II states, “We 

affirm that moral values derive their source from human experience. Ethics is autonomous and 

situational, needing not theological or ideological sanction. Ethics stems from human need and 

interest. The Secular Worldview focuses on man’s inherent goodness and predicts that every 

individual can achieve mental health through the fulfillment of physical or material needs. This is 

the psychology of self-actualization. Monism means that man is only body – no soul, mind, or 

conscience exists. If man is only matter, then his actions are simply the result of mechanical 

impulses. This notion, called behaviorism, is inconsistent because it directly contradicts the 

Humanist’s atheistic theology and naturalistic philosophy, which claim that man is the master of 

his fate. Humanists use sociology to explain the huge gulf between their view that man is capable 

of perfection and the real world of evil. They say civilization and culture shape the individual. Thus, 
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man is evil primarily because his cultural and social environments are evil, not through any fault 

of his own – society and culture have influenced man’s actions and have therefore stifled this 

inherent goodness. One of the most stifling of human institutions is the family. Government 

sponsored education provides the most desirable method for abolishing outdated social 

institutions and ensuring the development of a free society. In Secular Humanism, the state is 

given sovereignty, which is entirely rational because there is no higher power to be taken into 

consideration. Just as man is seen as the final world in ethics, the world state is seen as the only 

source for legal “truth.” The Humanist believes that crime is more the fault of the social order 

than an inherent flaw in the criminal. Most Humanists believe in some type of interventionist 

economy because this is more consistent with their belief that man is an evolving creature who 

will become capable of planning the perfect economy. Man, who must “save himself,” must be in 

absolute control of all aspects of his universe. Thus, the world’s economic system must be strictly 

controlled through central planning – that is, government must be granted authority over man’s 

economic affairs. The Secular Worldview sees earth’s history from a strictly naturalistic vantage 

point, meaning there has been no supernatural influence. The history of man and the universe is 

the history of evolutionary activity. Propelled without design by “blind natural selection,” history 

has moved in an upward direction from simplicity to complexity. Some Humanists view Artificial 

Intelligence – the computer – as the next step in historical evolution.” (copied from 

http://www.allaboutworldview.org/secular-worldview.htm  ) 

 

2. Christ-centered, Judeo-Christian, Biblical-kingdom worldview: This worldview starts with God as 
the Source of absolute Truth and Life. As the Creative Intelligent Designer, God made the universe 
for His own pleasure and glory, with “divine order” and “divine life”. It takes an intelligent mind 
to create order, which is the basis for the existence of science.  “The Christian worldview is more 
than a religious belief system. In fact, the Christian worldview is a complete and integrated 
framework through which to see the entire world. A Christian worldview is a comprehensive view 
of the world from a biblical standpoint. Therefore, a Christian’s view of the world should be an 
integrated whole, comprised of a number of distinct, biblical elements. Indeed, each Christian 
should filter his or her day through a pair of biblical/spiritual goggles, and see the world as a 
harmonious set of beliefs and perspectives. The Theology of the Christian worldview is the 
affirmation of the existence of an intelligent, powerful, loving, just, and awesome God who exists 
in the Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. From the Christian perspective, “In the beginning 
God” (Genesis 1:1) is the foundation for all meaning. The Christian worldview further proclaims 
that this powerful, intelligent God who created all things in heaven and earth is the same God 
who took upon Himself human form in the person of Jesus Christ and died for our sins. Christianity 
proclaims a God who is both Mind and Heart -- who not only created the world, but also loves it 
so much that He sent His only begotten Son to die for it. The single most important philosophical 
truth in the Christian worldview is that Jesus Christ is the Logos (word, or mind) of God. Christian 
philosophy says Christ, the Logos, is the explanation for the universe and everything in it. The 
major charge against the Christian worldview in general and Christian philosophy in particular, is 
that it is unscientific. Christians claim that the Christian doctrines of God, creation, Logos, design, 
purpose, law, order, and life are reasonable, and consistent with the findings of science, history, 
and personal experience in a way that the philosophies of dialectical materialism and 
philosophical naturalism will never be. According to the Christian worldview, God’s moral nature 
is absolute and unchanging. God always hates evil and loves good. The Bible is of supreme 
importance because it tells us the difference between good and evil, providing a framework on 
which a completely unambiguous ethics must be built. According to the Christian worldview, 
ethical relativism leads to destruction (Matthew 7:13). Christian ethics is inseparable from 

http://www.allaboutworldview.org/secular-worldview.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Genesis%201%3A1&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutworldview.org/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Matthew%207%3A13&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutworldview.org/bible.htm
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Christian theology for the simple reason that Christian ethics is grounded in the character of God. 
Rather than believing in some ethical scheme bound to society’s ever-changing whims, the 
Christian worldview has a specific moral order revealed to man through both general revelation 
and special revelation of the Bible and the person of Jesus Christ. Only the creationist perspective 
can adequately account for the design in nature, since it postulates a Designer, a law-giver, and 
an orderly cause, while the materialist can only posit chance. The Christian worldview holds that 
the creationist model as described in scripture better fits the facts of science than the 
evolutionary model. Christianity trusts the authority of Genesis and declarations concerning 
creation, such as Mark 10:6 and Colossians 1:16. Christianity and science are demonstrated to be 
compatible and to declare in unison that God “created all things” (Ephesians 3:9). The Bible gives 
us information about God and His universe, while science gives us information about God’s 
universe. Only the Christian worldview, with its emphasis on the spiritual and its understanding 
of man’s fallen condition (Romans 1-2) can truly address the innermost concerns of the individual. 
Christian psychology helps people get in touch with their real selves only because it allows them 
to recognize their own sinfulness and consequently their need for a Savior. Our greatest need is 
not self-esteem; rather, it is the realization that we are sinners in rebellion against God. Only after 
receiving Christ as Savior can people begin to understand their value as creations in God’s image 
and lead triumphant lives. Rather than demanding that the individual ignore his conscience, the 
Christian worldview calls for him to recognize that his guilt is real, then to face his guilt and 
repent. According to the Christian worldview, Christian sociology is based on the proposition that 
both the individual and the social order are important to God, mankind, and society. Christ died 
and rose again for each person as an individual. God also ordained the social institutions of family, 
church, and state to teach love, respect, discipline, work, and community. Within the Christian 
worldview framework, sociology focuses both on society as a means for human cooperation in 
accordance with God’s will, and on the individual as a vital part of various social institutions in 
society. According to the Christian worldview, law consists of both natural and divine law 
originating in the very character or a righteous and loving God. Divine law is eternal because God 
is eternal. It is so eternal and permanent that someday God will use it to judge the world (Acts 
17:31) in a judgment based on natural and revealed law (Romans 2:12). God established human 
government and the rule of law primarily to keep in check man’s sinful nature and passions 
(Romans 13:1-4). Because of the Fall, human history reflects a continuing effort by men to 
substitute man-made law for God’s law. The Christian worldview asserts that when God’s laws 
are obeyed, men and societies thrive. The Christian concept of human rights involves the biblical 
doctrine of man’s creation in the image of God. These rights, which carry with them specific 
responsibilities, are unalienable. The Christian worldview recognizes the state as a God-ordained 
institution (Genesis 9:6,Romans 13:1-7, 1 Peter 2:13-17). Christianity also believes in the 
depravity of man and his moral responsibility. Therefore, government is a necessary institution. 
However, government has limited obligations, not totalitarian powers. The Bible calls for limited 
government, Caesar has his role, but God has also appointed separate roles for the family and the 
church. The Christian worldview begins its economic theory with an assumption about human 
nature. The Bible declares that man is sinful. The Bible also establishes the concept of justice. 
Therefore, the most desirable economic system promotes justice by protecting the rights of 
individuals from infringement by others, containing basic checks and balances that can guarantee 
the protection of human rights. Accordingly, the Christian worldview maintains that the free 
enterprise system is the most compatible with these criterion. Economic systems that check 
injustice and grant men responsibility -- in terms of both private property and economic decisions 
-- can allow men the freedom to act with all the dignity of beings created in God’s image. The 
important end of economic theory in the Christian worldview is not riches or luxury, but the 
freedom to seek fulfillment through understanding one’s role in God’s universe. The Christian 
worldview sees history as a movement from the creation of the world, through the fall of 
humanity, to the redemption of the world and humanity. It was the fall that destroyed humanity’s 

http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Mark%2010%3A6&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutworldview.org/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Colossians%201%3A16&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutworldview.org/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Ephesians%203%3A9&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutworldview.org/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Romans%201-2&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutworldview.org/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Acts%2017%3A31&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutworldview.org/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Acts%2017%3A31&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutworldview.org/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Romans%202%3A12&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutworldview.org/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Romans%2013%3A1-4&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutworldview.org/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Genesis%209%3A6&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutworldview.org/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Romans%2013%3A1-7&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutworldview.org/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=1%20Peter%202%3A13-17&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.allaboutworldview.org/bible.htm
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relationship with God, each other, and the world. It was the work of Jesus Christ on the cross that 
redeemed humanity and will finally restore the world back under God’s good rule. The Christian 
worldview is a comprehensive conception of the world from a Christian standpoint. Our friends 
at Summit Ministries remind us that our Christian worldview should affect every area of life, from 
psychology to sociology, from science to philosophy, from law to economics. True biblical 
Christianity is more than a set of religious doctrines to recite at church. Christianity as taught in 
the Bible is a complete worldview.” (copied from http://www.allaboutworldview.org/christian-
worldview.htm )  

 

Christ & The Kingdom of God: Christ means “anointed King”. Christ is the King of a theocratic kingdom. 

The kingdom of God is the “dominion in which Christ rules as King”. As sons of God through Christ, we are 

citizens of the kingdom of God. We are called to operate in the worldview and mindset of Jesus Christ, 

and then to help disciple the nations in the will and ways of God. (Matt. 28:18-20) 

When God does anything, He starts with the end in Mind. The Big Vision initiates and informs the “smaller” 
purposes/visions necessary to achieve the Big Vision. God’s big vision is to ultimately have the entire earth 
populated only with His Family, sons/daughters of God in covenant unity & love, who are bringing His rule 
to the planet in every area of life (agriculture, business, education, arts, media, social services, etc). You 
might call this “Family-Kingdom” enterprise, “Almighty & Sons” and everyone who is in Christ and in 
Christ’s Body has an important responsibility to BOTH connect in intimate relationships (with God and 
church family) AND to make kingdom impact. How we relate to our spiritual family, and how we carry out 
our kingdom responsibilities will determine the degree of our eternal reward and the scope of our eternal 
responsibilities. Faithful in little results in promotion to big. (Luke 19:11-27) We are actually being trained 
by Christ to “rule and reign” with Him into eternity. (Rev. 20:4-6) 
 

1. The Kingdom of God is all about the government of God. It is the domain or realm in which God is 
completely in charge. 

2. God, the Father, has delegated “headship” of the kingdom of God, to Christ – the anointed King. 
3. All creation in heaven and earth will be brought under Christ’s headship. Eph. 1:10 
4. Christ delegates and extends His rule through delegated human authority. 
5. There are five jurisdictions of human delegated authority in the kingdom of God: 

a. Individuals – all of us will give an account for our lives before God as to whether we came into 
compliance with His Lordship. 2 Co 5:10 

b. Marriage & Family – Husband is the head of the household and will ultimately be accountable 
for the quality of the marriage and family. Eph. 5:21-6:4 

c. Church government – Begins with apostles and prophets in governmental foundational 
positions.  Eph. 2:19, 4:11-16, 1 Co. 12:28 
Local church leadership/government is extended through bishops (overseers), elders and 
deacons.  Titus 1:5 

d. Market place Eph. 6:5-9, Col. 3:22-25, Col 4:1 
e. Social & Civil Government  Ro. 13:1-7 

6. The purpose of delegated human government is to initiate, sustain, and extend the righteous, 
just, merciful, and loving rule of God to other human beings, animals, and planet.  All government 
is to reveal what God is like in a tangible way. Righteous government is also the provision of God 
to protect people from chaos, anarchy, unchecked evil.  Rule, leadership, authority and 
government is delegated to empower the leader to fulfill godly responsibilities.  Rule or 
government exists for others, not the ruler. The position of power must never be used to abuse 
or exploit those under its care.  Leaders should never “lord over” or dominate the ones they are 
called to serve. 

7. Any delegated authority/government that abuses its role will itself be judged by God. Col 3:25 

http://www.allaboutworldview.org/christian-worldview.htm
http://www.allaboutworldview.org/christian-worldview.htm
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8. We will be eternally rewarded and/or judged by how well we honor and submit to God’s 
delegated authority and also by how faithfully we steward our responsibilities to “rule and reign” 
in God’s kingdom as servant-leaders. In other words, how we vote matters to God! 
“And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because you have been faithful in a very little, you shall have authority 
over ten cities.” Luke 19:17  
“In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a 
day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by 
raising him from the dead."  -Acts 17:30-31  
“Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment‖   -Hebrews 9:27  
"Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.”  -
Revelation 22:12  
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things 
done while in the body, whether good or bad.”  -2Corinthians 5:10  
“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell.’  -Matthew 10:28 
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother that it may go will with you and 
that you may live long in the land.” Eph. 6:1-3  
“And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”-       Matthew 25:46 
God "will give to each person according to what he has done." Rms.2:6 2. “Men will give account on the day of judgment 
for every careless word they have spoken.  For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be 
condemned” Mt. 12:36-37 He will judge without partiality: Father who judges each man’s work impartially 1 Peter1:17 

 

“The Four “P’s” (some of the following notes below are derived from Mike Hayes’ message “One Nation 
Under God Pt. 2  https://shar.es/1ENPNq )  

As sons/daughters and citizens of the Kingdom of God, we first come to understand God’s will and ways 
as revealed in His written Word – the 66 books which make up the Bible. From God’s revealed Truth, we 
then ask the Holy Spirit to help us form Biblical principles which shape our policies & politics, leading to 
choosing the most righteous people who will adhere to the biblical principles and carry out the policies: 

 Principles – we begin the process of making political decisions by knowing the relevant Biblical 
principles. 

 Policies – we initiate and support policies that are consistent with Biblical principles. 

 Politics – we function within the political system to present and support policies developed from 
Biblical principles. 

 Persons – we support the individuals who will work to implement those policies. 

 The purpose of government: 

 Government was established by God.  The Declaration of Independence says, “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, . . .” 

 The primary function of government is to protect its citizens by restraining evil doers, and to 
protect citizens’ basic God-given freedoms.    

 “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to the 
government of any other.”  John Adams 

 In a good government system, those who do good should have nothing to fear.  “Let every soul 
be subject to the governing authorities.  For there is no authority except from God, and the 
authorities that exist are appointed by God.  Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the 
ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.  For rulers are not a 
terror to good works, but to evil.  Do you want to be unafraid of the authority?  Do what is good, 
and you will have praise from the same.  For he is God’s minister to you for good.  But if you do 
evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to 

https://shar.es/1ENPNq
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execute wrath on him who practices evil.  Therefore you must be subject, not only because of 
wrath but also for conscience’ sake.” Romans 13: 1-5 

The assumption that evil exists 

 The idea that there should be a government assumes the existence of evil.  We must be willing 
to call evil “evil”. All laws are based in some moral presupposition.  

 Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can 
know it?” 

 Three basic ways to view humanity:   

o 1.) Humanity is basically good.  Therefore, problems can be solved through education 
and financing.   

o 2.) Humanity is basically evil.  Therefore, society should be ruled over by government. 

o 3.) Humanity was originally created good, but sin entered the world so that humanity 
fell and needed to be redeemed.  Therefore, two types of people that now exist are 
those who have been redeemed through Jesus, and those who are evil. 

 The division of power in American government – the executive, judicial, and legislative branches 
– exists to keep evil from controlling society. 

 Christianity and democracy  

 The First Amendment prohibits the making of any law that regulates religions - or establishes an 
official state religion - or that prevents any individual from practicing his or her religion and 
speaking freely. 

 However, religious liberty is not an excuse for abusiveness or perversion in cults. 

 While multiculturalism is often understood as a good thing, it can be dangerous if it regards all 
religions as being the same or equal. 

 Each religion has its own world view and characteristics. 

 The prosperity and freedoms in the United States have resulted from recognition and respect 
for Judeo Christian biblical principles.  Other religions do not follow those principles.” (From the 
notes of Mike Hays – “One Nation Under God”) 

Three areas to consider in the Democratic and Republican platforms: abortion, marriage, and Israel. 

 Abortion 

 Jeremiah 7:6 says, “if you do not oppress the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and do 
not shed innocent blood in this place, . . .” 

 Jeremiah 1:5 says, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I 
sanctified you; . . “ 

 Deuteronomy 30: 19 says, “I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have 
set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your 
descendants may live;” 

 Exodus 21:22-25 (NIV) “If people are fighting and hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth 
prematurely[a] but there is no serious injury, the offender must be fined whatever the woman’s 
husband demands and the court allows. 23 But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for 
life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for 
wound, bruise for bruise. 

http://ref.ly/Rom13.1-5
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+21%3A22-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-2100a
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 The national Democratic platform defends and promotes abortion here in the United States and 
around the world (page 37).      

 The national Republican platform states that everyone has an inalienable right to life (pages 13-
14). 

 Marriage 

 Matthew 19: 4-6 says, “And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who 
made them at the beginning made them male and female, and said ‘For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?  So 
then, they are no longer two but one flesh.  Therefore what God has joined together, let not 
man separate.” 

 The national Democratic platform applauds an LGBT right to marriage and suggests religious 
thinking contrary to this is discriminatory (page 19). 

 The national Republican platform supports the natural marriage between one man and one 
woman as the basis for a stable and prosperous society (pages 31-32). 

Israel 

 The nation of Israel and the city of Jerusalem were created by God. 

 Jeremiah 31: 23 says, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “They shall again use this 
speech in the land of Judah and in its cities, when I bring back their captivity: ‘The Lord bless 
you, O home of justice, and mountain of holiness!’ “ 

 Isaiah 65: 18-19 says, “But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; for behold, I create 
Jerusalem as a rejoicing, and her people a joy.  I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people; 
the voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, nor the voice of crying.” 

 The national Democratic platform supports a negotiated two-state solution, and declares the 
ultimate status of Jerusalem is negotiable (pages 49-50). 

 The national Republican platform states unequivocal support of Israel as a modern state, and 
that Jerusalem is the eternal and indivisible capital of the Jewish state (page 47). 

 Kingdom citizens in a democracy 

 As Kingdom citizens, it is the responsibility of American Christians to participate in democratic 
activities. 

 Each of us should pray and inform ourselves. 

 Individual leaders come and go, but principles continue. 

 Therefore, we should vote according to Christian principles and not just for individual politicians. 

 What is most important is not who we vote for, but what we vote for. 

Comparison & Contrasts Between the Democratic & Republican Party Positions:Many decisions are made 

at the president’s desk, but the major political party to which he or she belongs wields significant power over 
which domestic and international policies are advanced and what becomes law. Here is a summary of 
the Democratic and Republican party positions on some of the vital issues facing the country. As Franklin Graham 
has stated clearly many times, we are not endorsing any candidate or party. 

Sanctity of human life 

 Democratic 
Democrats seek to repeal the 1976 Hyde Amendment so that federal funds can be used to pay 

https://www.demconvention.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Democratic-Party-Platform-7.21.16-no-lines.pdf
https://prod-static-ngop-pbl.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/DRAFT_12_FINAL%5b1%5d-ben_1468872234.pdf
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for abortions. The platform says, “We will continue to stand up to Republican efforts to defund 
Planned Parenthood health centers.” Democrats support ratification of UN efforts that affirm 
“the reproductive rights of women” globally. 

 Republican 
The GOP asserts the sanctity of human life and affirms, “The unborn child has a fundamental right to life 
which cannot be infringed.” The party supports a Human Life Amendment making clear that the 14th 
Amendment’s protections apply to children before birth, and it salutes states that require informed 
consent, parental consent, waiting periods and clinic regulation. 

Marriage 

  
Democratic 
Democrats applaud last year’s Supreme Court ruling that “LGBT people—like other Americans—have the 
right to marry the person they love.” 

 Republican 
The GOP platform condemns the Supreme Court’s rulings that removed the ability of Congress and the 
people to define marriage as the union of one man and one woman. The GOP urges the reversal of those 
decisions, whether through judicial reconsideration or a constitutional amendment. 

Religious freedom 

  
Democratic 
The Democratic platform says: “We support a progressive vision of religious freedom that respects 
pluralism and rejects the misuse of religion to discriminate.” The party opposes a religious test to bar 
immigrants or refugees from entering the country. 

 Republican 
Republicans affirm that religious freedom in the Bill of Rights protects the right of the people to practice 
their faith in their everyday lives. The platform endorses the First Amendment Defense Act, which would 
protect faith-based institutions and individuals from government discrimination. 

Federal judges 

  
Democratic 
The platform says: “We will appoint judges who defend the constitutional principles of liberty and 
equality for all, and will protect a woman’s right to safe and legal abortion.” 

 Republican 
The GOP platform states: “A critical threat to our country’s constitutional order is an activist judiciary that 
usurps powers properly reserved to the people through other branches of government.” The GOP 
supports the appointment of justices and judges who respect the constitutional limits on their power and 
respect the authority of the states. 

National defense 

  
Democratic 
The Democratic platform says that while the military is crucial, decreased military spending is necessary. 
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The party also favors reducing excessive spending on nuclear weapons. The platform notes that it is 
“proud of the repeal of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell and the opening of combat positions to women.” 

 Republican 
The Republican platform favors building and maintaining a strong military as the path to peace and 
security. The party seeks to restore the nation’s military might and to rebuild troop numbers. The GOP 
would abandon treaties that benefit adversaries and would modernize the U.S. nuclear arsenal. 

Terrorism 

  
Democratic 
The Democratic platform uses firm language to say we “must defeat” global terrorism, though noting a 
preference for “diplomacy and development, to confront global threats and ensure war is a last resort.” 
The party favors improving international intelligence capabilities to defend against external and 
homegrown threats. 

 Republican 
The GOP asserts that the Iran deal does not have treaty status and has only emboldened the regime in 
Tehran in sponsoring terrorism. The platform says, “We must stand up for our friends, challenge our foes, 
and destroy ISIS.” It calls for governmental aid to Christian communities under genocidal attack in cities 
like Erbil. 

Human rights 

  
Democratic 
The Democratic platform recognizes gay rights as a human right, and party leaders have tied international 
development funds in poor countries to adherence to the LGBT agenda. According to the platform, “We 
will continue to stand with LGBT people around the world, including fighting efforts by any nation to 
infringe on LGBT rights or ignore abuse.” 

 Republican 
The GOP platform states: “To those who stand in the darkness of tyranny, America has always been a 
beacon of hope, and so it must remain.” The party seeks a radical rethinking of our human rights 
diplomacy, adopting a “whole of government” approach in which human rights issues are integrated at 
every appropriate level of our relationships with other nations. 

Immigration 

  
Democratic 
The party platform denounces Donald Trump’s suggested ban on immigrants from countries (mostly 
Muslim) known to train and equip terrorists. 

 Republican 
Republicans oppose any form of amnesty for those who have entered illegally. The party supports 
building a border wall and refusing entrance to refugees who cannot be carefully vetted, especially those 
whose homelands have “been the breeding grounds for terrorism.” 
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Internet safety and decency 

  
Democratic 
The platform supports “a free and open internet at home and abroad.” The party would seek to 
strengthen cybersecurity while “protecting the privacy and civil liberties of the American people.” 

 Republican 
The platform states: “The internet must not become a safe haven for predators. Pornography, with its 
harmful effects, especially on children, has become a public health crisis that is destroying the lives of 
millions.” 

Addressing poverty 

  
Democratic 
Democrats will “direct more federal resources to lifting up communities that have been left out and left 
behind.” The party would build more affordable rental housing units and seek to “create good-paying jobs 
and enhance opportunities by investing in small business, youth employment, and reentry programs for 
formerly incarcerated people.” 

 Republican 
The GOP says that instead of government handouts that keep people dependent, “We propose … the 
dynamic compassion of work requirements in a growing economy, where opportunity takes the place of a 
hand-out, where true self-esteem can grow from the satisfaction of a job well done.” 

Law and order 

  
Democratic 
The Democratic platform seeks to abolish the death penalty, “which has proven to be a cruel and unusual 
form of punishment. It has no place in the United States of America.” The party would reform mandatory 
minimum sentences, close private prisons, end racial profiling and train officers in de-escalation. 

 Republican 
The GOP decries the creation of new “crimes” by unelected civil servants and political appointees and 
sees this as federal overreach. The platform emphasizes restorative justice, including guidance by faith-
based institutions. It notes that the death penalty is firmly settled by the Fifth Amendment and opposes 
efforts to erode this right. 

Israel and Jerusalem 

  
Democratic 
The platform states: “We will always support Israel’s right to defend itself, including by retaining its 
qualitative military edge, and oppose any effort to delegitimize Israel. … While Jerusalem is a matter for 
final status negotiations, it should remain the capital of Israel, an undivided city accessible to people of all 
faiths.” 

 Republican 
Republicans express “unequivocal support for Israel,” pointing out that it is the only Middle Eastern 
country with freedom of speech and freedom of religion. The GOP recognizes “Jerusalem as the eternal 
and indivisible capital of the Jewish state.” The party opposes the U.N.’s treatment of Israel as a pariah 
state. 


