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Apostolic Tribes Which Start Small Church-planting Churches 
By Dr. Timothy M. Johns 
 
The mission of the Rock Tribe is to help the greatest number of people become followers of Christ who 
advance His kingdom in every area of life, spreading His glory in the nations.  The most effective way to 
influence the most people for Christ and His kingdom, in the highest quality way, in the least amount of time is 
to raise-up apostolic “tribes” (international spiritual families) that start Missional Kingdom Families which start 
Missional Kingdom Families (small churches of 3 to 15 believers). Put another way, beginning church-planting 
movements which start small church-planting churches (some call “house churches”) is the most efficient and 
powerful way to advance the kingdom and glory of God in the nations. That is because it is a model that values 
and requires the active participation of all its members. More involved and committed people means greater 
impact.   
 
Something that is living and healthy can reproduce itself.  People reproduce people. Disciples make disciples. 
Small churches can birth small churches. If we influence enough people who influence people, a city or region 
can be transformed.  Amazingly, it does not take that many to effect change. Did you know that the 
communist party in most nations, at its zenith, was only about 2% of the population?  It is not how many 
people involved. It is the level of unity and dedication in the core leadership team. A small group, can make a 
big difference if their heads, hearts, lifestyles, and relationships are “on task”. We change cities, regions, and 
nations by making a few disciples who make disciples; disciples who are dedicated members of small churches 
which reproduce small churches. This is pretty simple, yet it works. Compassionate proactive multiplying 
disciples and churches is the only real hope for cities. They are the “salt” and “light” which protects, preserves, 
illuminates, and grows the tangible expression of God’s kingdom in the region. It is this kind of people, 
applying this Biblical model, that brings heaven to earth.   
 
A Missional Kingdom Family (or small church) is a true legitimate church. It has all the essential ingredients 
necessary to be classified and qualified as a church. All the members have been “born again” through Christ, 
confirmed through water baptism, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and devoted to following Christ.  They are 
all trying to allow the indwelling Christ the freedom to be Himself through them. They help each other become 
like Christ in every area of their lives. They are in unity around Christ and His kingdom at a deep level of heart, 
mind, and daily life. They praise and worship God together. They fellowship, support, and serve one another 
as a lifestyle. The Word of God is taught and obeyed. They extend the love of God in word and deed to those 
who are hurting and lost.  They have an outreaching mission together. All four directions of God’s love are 
occurring: God’s love comes down, they love God back Up, His love flows In and Between them, and God’s 
love flows out to a lost and dying world:  Word, Worship, Fellowship, Evangelism & Compassion.  A Missional 
Kingdom Family (small church) can baptize new believers, take the Lord’s Supper (Communion), heal the sick 
and deliver the demonically oppressed, do inner healing, provide pastoral care or practical help for its 
members when problems arise, carry out strategic outreaches, even perform marriages or conduct funerals.  
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While the individual Missional Kingdom Families (small churches) are considered real churches, they are also 
connected to a larger city-wide, regional and international body of believers in the same “Tribe” which has 
common core values, vision, culture, and strategies.  The larger entity serves the individual Missional Kingdom 
Families by providing four ministries: 1.) larger gatherings for worship, intercession, testimonies, and 
communication, 2.) training in basic discipleship, leadership, and apostolic/prophetic pioneering of new 
covenant families, compassion ministries, and kingdom businesses. 3.) initiates and coordinates ministries that 
provide kingdom solutions to practical problems in the community (such as food, housing, crime prevention, 
education), 4.) the initiation and mobilization of world missions. 
 
Small churches will only plant other small churches if every member is in a “2’s” (see Luke 10:1-24). A “2’s” is 
two people partnered together in order to help each other become like Christ and to “seek and save” those 
who are lost (see Lk. 19:10). We call these partners of “2 or 3” a “DNA Group”. If you want to learn more 
about Missional Kingdom Families (small churches), DNA Groups, church-planting churches, or translocal 
spiritual families (Apostolic Tribes) check out our websites: www.rocktribe.org  or www.rocktribe.com  
  
Small multiplying churches between 3 to 15 people worked for Moses, Jesus, and the apostle Paul. They will 
work today as well. Why? Because God’s Word describes God’s ways, and God’s ways work.  God is a Father 
and Son and will only build His kingdom relationally in the context of covenant family: natural and spiritual.  
These small multiplying churches also need to be organically, relationally, and purposefully connected to a 
larger international family (“tribe”) for the purpose of accountability, equipping, and effective international 
missionary impact. We see this illustrated in the Old Testament by the twelve tribes of Israel. In the New 
Testament, Covenant Families (small churches) were planted by trans local spiritual fathers and mothers who 
made up apostolic teams.  These apostolic and prophetic leaders started, equipped, and supported the 
interconnected churches in many cities.  The relationally connected churches (started by Paul, Barnabas, Silas, 
Timothy, Aquilla & Priscilla) exchanged leadership, strategic communication, and finances. They partnered 
together for the advancing of the gospel of Christ and the kingdom.  They were an extended international 
family – a “tribe”.  
 
The role of the five ministry gifts described in Ephesians 4:11-13 (apostle, prophet, teacher, evangelist, pastor) 
is to equip God’s people for kingdom work.  This equipping process has three general stages: 1.) helping 
people become disciples of Christ who obey everything He taught (Matt. 28:18-20), 2.) helping disciples 
become leaders who, themselves, make disciples of others, and influence others to advance His kingdom 
everywhere all the time, 3.) helping leaders become apostolic and/or prophetic pioneers who are catalysts for 
starting new Missional Kingdom Families and kingdom ministries where they don’t exist. 
 
Planting and multiplying small churches-which-plant-churches or multiplying Missional Kingdom Families that 
start Missional Kingdom Families is the Biblical strategy for advancing Christ kingdom in the nations.  It has 
also been proven statistically to be the most effective way to geometrically multiply new believers, disciples, 
leaders, and pioneers. Once several small church-planting-churches are in place within a city, we then develop 
a “City-wide Church” (like the Antioch Church in the Book of Acts) which initiates and coordinates the five 
essential strategies which holistically advances the kingdom of God in that city, region, and nation: 1.) worship 
& intercession, 2.) multiplying interconnected Missional Kingdom Families (small churches), 3.) training and 

http://www.rocktribe.org/
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equipping, 4.) social and compassion ministries, 5.) world missions.  All this is to advance the supremacy of 
God’s glory in the nations!  
 
Our vision is to help plant Missional Kingdom Families-that-start-Missional Kingdom Families (small church-
planting churches) in every neighborhood, college & university, business, and city throughout the world. 
Thank you again for your friendship and love. Janet and I could not infiltrate inner-cities, start new Missional 
Kingdom Families in other cities, or raise up City-wide Churches around the world without your partnership. 
 
For Christ and the Kingdom, 
 
Dr. Tim Johns 
 
Send your prayer requests and contributions to: Rock International, PO Box 472, Ft Collins, CO, 80522   Email: 
info@rocktribe.com   Websites:  www.rocktribe.org    www.rocktribe.com  
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