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What Is The Purpose Of An International Apostolic Kingdom Family? 
“Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.  For great is the Lord and most 

worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods.  For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the Lord made the 
heavens.  Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy in his dwelling place.  Ascribe to the Lord, O 

families of nations, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength, ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name.  Bring an 
offering and come before him; worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.” 1 Chronicles 16:23-29 

 
“Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the 

earth – to every nation, tribe, language and people.  He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because 
the hour of his judgment has come.  Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of 

water.” Revelation 14:6-7 

 

Discovering God’s Ultimate Purposes For His People:  God’s supreme value is the expansion of 
His glory in the nations. God’s highest commitment is to His own glory!  Therefore, God is highly 
committed to raising up a spiritual family after His own heart which is devoted to expanding His 
glory in the nations.  God is committed to advancing His kingdom (dominion/rule) throughout 
the whole earth in every sphere of life (families, spiritual families, business, civil government, 
education, media, arts).  God is committed to preparing a perfect “Bride” for His Son.  In 
summary, God is growing a spiritual family devoted to loving and glorifying Him.  He is 
expanding the “Kings domain” (kingdom) through sons and daughters who are citizens of 
heaven living on earth. He is maturing a beautiful corporate “Bride” who will eternally love the 
“Bridegroom”, Jesus Christ. 
 
God’s Strategy For Raising Up Kingdom Advancing Families Which Bring Him Glory:  When 
God wants to get something done, He chooses natural and spiritual fathers (Examples: 
Abraham, Moses, David, Elijah, Jesus, Paul).  He is a Father and Son, and, therefore, He must 
advance His kingdom relationally in the context of natural and spiritual family. Spiritual fathers 
with supernatural gifts to initiate, raise up, serve, lead, correct, teach, adjudicate, oversee, 
stabilize, organize, mobilize and expand a translocal spiritual family are called “apostles”. 
 
What does it mean to be apostolic?:  The word “apostle” means “sent one”.  It is a military 
term used to describe a commissioned officer who has been sent out to expand the domain of 
the king.  The whole body of Christ is called to be “apostolic” in the sense that they have been 
commissioned and sent out to expand God’s kingdom on earth.  
 
What is an “apostle”?:  Apostles are spiritual fathers gifted by God to establish and sustain 
kingdom advancing families.  Apostle means “sent ones”.  It refers to someone who has been 
delegated with an authority and a mandate to expand the governmental jurisdiction and 
territory of the king.  The authority is granted to a very trusted member of the realm (like a 
loyal general, relative or intimate friend), to insure that when the new territory is obtained it 
does not split off from the “mother land”.  Thus, the term “apostle” was a common word used 
in the ancient world for a military and ambassadorial group of people who were assigned the 
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task of removing one government and replacing it with another.  Often, this process involved 
the use of force.  Someone who is going out from the security of ground already taken to the 
front line is operating “apostolically.”  It does not matter whether you are crossing the street in 
your neighborhood or the ocean.  If you are pushing back darkness with light, you are 
functioning apostolically. 
 
What is an “apostolic tribe”?: An “apostolic tribe” is an international spiritual family whom God 
has established, supernaturally gifted, and sent out to expand His glory, advance His kingdom, 
and prepare His Bride by starting and sustaining new spiritual families (churches), businesses, 
and ministries.  These trans local spiritual families are lead by a group of “spiritual parents” who 
have been given special gifts (apostle, prophet, teacher,  evangelist, pastor), love, wisdom, and 
power to equip the people of God for their kingdom advancing ministries. 
 
The Purpose of Apostolic Tribes:  Our Father in heaven is committed to having one large 
spiritual Family on earth who has His heart, His mind, His love, and His power to tangibly 
represent (present again and again) Him to the nations and draw His entire creation under 
Christ’s Lordship.  This Family is to live in His presence, by His Spirit, extending His love, for His 
glory.  Those in Father’s family are also citizens of His kingdom and the eternal bride of Christ.  
God’s practical strategy to gather, train, and mobilize his universal Family, His kingdom citizens, 
and Christ’s glorious bride is to raise up international spiritual families (apostolic tribes).  God 
establishes these apostolic tribes through a covenantally connected group of spiritual 
parent/leaders who have five-fold ministry gifts (apostle, prophet, teacher, evangelist, pastor).  
They have been given the grace to equip God’s family to advance His kingdom in every area of 
life.  Father understands how difficult it is to love and obey Him, especially in a broken and 
fallen world filled with satanic influence.  So He delegates authority to chosen leaders in natural 
families (fathers & mothers), spiritual families (apostles, prophets, teachers, elders, deacons, 
etc), market place, and civil government in order to help people comply with His will and ways.  
Apostolic tribes, international kingdom advancing families, are the most efficient and effective 
way Father has created to extend His love and kingdom upon the earth.  There are a few 
differences between a religious institution and an apostolic tribe.  The first gathers around 
certain doctrines, types of church government, institutional goals, or specific practices or 
themes in the Bible (like baptism, communion, or various spiritual experiences). Apostolic tribes 
gather around family relationships lead by healthy spiritual parents, with clear Biblical values, 
vision, and mission.  The first is more institutional and contractual.  The second is more 
covenantally relational.   We must be careful not to judge organizations as though they are 
falling short of covenant or family.  Many traditional churches and denominations have 
cultivated the reality of spiritual family among their leaders and members.  
 
The Importance of Evangelism and Discipleship in Apostolic Tribes: Peter Wagner teaches that 
the term “apostle” points to a significant missionary mandate. He explained, “The root meaning 
of the Greek ‘apostolos’ is one who is sent out with a commission. . . . Apostolic churches, by 
nature, give a high priority to reaching out effectively to the unchurched.” George Hunter, in his 
personal correspondence to C. Peter Wagner, elaborated by stating, “I delineate the 



3 

 

distinctiveness of “apostolic congregations” along lines like these: (1) Their main business, often 
the obsession, is to reach and disciple lost people; (2) Like the ancient apostles and the 
churches they planted, they study, profile, and target a distinct, largely-undiscipled population, 
not merely lost individuals; (3) To reach that population, they adapt their music, language, 
liturgy, leadership style, etc., to fit the culture of the target population; (4) They have a distinct 
(apostolic) vision of what people, as disciples, can become; and (5) They are driven to 
experience, and they do experience, substantial conversion growth from the world. 
 
Apostles Are Wise Expert Builders: “By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an 
expert builder, and someone else is building on it.  But each one should be careful how he 
builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
(1 Corinthians 3:10-11)  Apostolically gifted spiritual fathers keep pointing the people of God to 
the highest values: God’s glory in the nations, the centrality and supremacy of Christ, and the 
need to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. They also have an ability to gather 
people, cast vision, train and equip, mobilize, empower, commission and send out other 
leaders.  Because they lead by example as servants, getting “underneath” emerging leaders, 
they are never threatened by the gifts or callings of emerging leaders.  Quite the opposite, they 
are devoted to equipping and raising up others.  By coming, going, and sending, they are 
forever creating leadership vacuums which challenge emerging leaders to fill.  
 
Apostolic Families As Revivalists, Prophets, Kingdom Reformers:   

Apostolic Tribes are revivalists: Unfortunately, large segments of Father’s Family have 
been seduced into compromising God’s highest values (His Glory, His Kingdom, His Eternal 
Bride). They have become lukewarm in their love and commitment to Him, and are failing to 
fulfill their purpose.  Therefore, the church as a whole needs to experience “REVIVAL”.  Revival 
is the resuscitation of the church.  It is the igniting of a white hot passionate love for God 
evidenced in total obedience.  It is a holy obsession to live in, through, and for the manifest 
glory of God.  An apostolic family fasts, prays, preaches, and models ongoing revival, so they 
can maintain a hot enough fire to light up all God’s people. 

Apostolic Tribes have a prophetic mandate. They are called to help change hearts, 
minds, and lifestyles by the power of the Spirit.  They are prophetic paradigm shifters!:  A 
paradigm is the lens by which people view their own reality.  It is a perception of how life 
works, a world view, an orientation, a predisposition, a conviction, and a collection of 
assumptions.  Over many years, the church has absorbed the paradigm of the world along with 
demonically inspired counterfeit ways of viewing reality.  The worst deceptions come in the 
form of religion.  Religion is a form of godliness without the power and reality of the true 
manifest glory and kingdom of God.  An apostolic tribe will function as paradigm shifters for 
both the church and the unbelieving culture it is called to impact.  There are many paradigms 
that need changed:  

 From man-centered religion, humanism, idolatry…  TO…  God-centered, God-
glorifying focus. 
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 From a contractually based, institutional, organizational way of 
uniting….TO….a covenantally connected, heart-to-heart, mind-to-mind, 
sovereignly joined spiritual family. 

 From confined, limited, contained way of doing church and ministry…mostly 
in buildings, through programs, by paid clergy….TO….advancing the Kingdom 
of God 24/7, everywhere, all the time, through each person, in every sphere 
and area of life. 

 From father’s hearts turned upon themselves in self-absorption, indifference, 
and irresponsibility…TO…the hearts of the father’s turned toward the 
children. 

 From the government of natural families, churches, business, and civil/social 
areas being out of order, dysfunctional, upside down….TO….Divine order, the 
government of God through delegated authority which has His humility, 
servant hood, love, wisdom, and power. 

 From truth being either relative or subjectively determined by each person 
(post-modernism)….TO….Truth being absolutely contained in both a Person 
(God) and objectively and absolutely revealed by His Word and Spirit. 

 From lovelessness and lawlessness permeating the church and the 
culture….TO….supernatural love and obedience in the people of God by the 
Holy Spirit. 

Apostolic Tribes are reformers:  Reformers have the mandate to help bring permanent 
kingdom transformation to society. They have the desire and ability from God to infiltrate 
neighborhoods, religious settings, families, schools, business, social services, civil government, 
media, arts, and culture to bring all people and jurisdictions under Christ’s Lordship.  They do 
this from a position of loving servants who can solve real problems, as those who evidence the 
values, wisdom, and power of the kingdom of heaven.  Revival focuses on getting the Christian 
church right.  Reformation focuses on getting society, culture, and people groups liberated from 
sin and Satan, and capable of enjoying heaven on earth through Christ kingdom.  
 
Attributes Of Apostolic People: 

1. Apostolic people are totally empowered by the Life of Christ within them versus their 
own strength.  Abiding in Christ and His Word is a 24/7 lifestyle.  Totally trusting and 
depending on Christ is evidenced by a life of prayer and fasting.  They put a high value 
on faith and obedience to Christ.   

2. Apostolic people don’t live for themselves but for the glory and pleasure of God.  
Integrity, humility, holiness and the fear of the Lord are the foundational attributes of 
their character. 

3. Apostolic people receive their identity, worth, and approval solely from their heavenly 
Father and not from people, success, or the world. 

4. Apostolic people are committed to bringing everything into divine order, under the 
Lordship of Christ:  their personal lives, marriages & families, churches, businesses, and 
civil governments. 
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5. Apostolic people submit first to the objective truth of the Word and also to the Christ 
living inside other believers, especially the leaders and members of their spiritual 
family. They understand that Christ mediates His grace through God-ordained and 
appointed human vessels like natural and spiritual parents/leaders. 

6. Apostolic people deeply value intentional committed relationships.  They understand 
the power of being connected in heart and mind, and to “have all things in common” as 
in the early church.  God’s glory is poured out to create unity, so the world will be able 
to see and experience Father’s love through His authentic family.  Thus, they are active 
contributing members of a spiritual family.  Church is a 24/7 family lifestyle carried out 
at work and in homes, not only in church buildings and programs.  Starting, growing, 
and multiplying house churches is the agenda of all apostolic people because that is the 
Biblical strategy capable of allowing relational intimacy but expandable enough to 
absorb a large surge of new believers. 

7. Apostolic people are highly committed, sold out, and abandoned for the expansion of 
Christ’s Lordship, glory, and kingdom.  This is evidenced in their use of time, energy, and 
money.  Lifestyles are radically adjusted and simplified for the sake of the gospel.  
Tithing, for example, is a beginning level spiritual discipline. 

8. Apostolic people are aggressive spiritual warriors who work in harmony with other 
members of a spiritual “army”.  They are committed to destroying the works of the evil 
one, to seek and save the lost, to be used as vessels for healing and deliverance, to 
make disciples of all nations, to plant and multiply house churches, to start kingdom 
businesses, to be godly citizens who insist on kingdom values, and to bring all of society 
under Christ and His ways. Every one is a minister possessing spiritual gifts and a “call” 
from God.  They fight for justice and demonstrate God’s love and compassion to youth, 
poor, oppressed, and unreached people.  They are ground taking pioneers who are 
constantly expanding the boundary lines of heaven on earth. 

9. Apostolic people live in the reality of eternity, the judgment seat of Christ, the spiritual 
realm and the supernatural, and have as their point of reference and resource “the 
heavenly realm”, God’s “throne of mercy and grace”.  Signs, wonders, and miracles are 
expected and normative, though not necessarily frequent or predictable. 

10. Apostolic people understand that love means self-sacrifice and inconveniencing 
themselves as servants for the sake of others.  Father may even ask them to love so 
extremely that it might involve risking their lives or even dying in order to reach others 
for Christ and bring them into the family of God. 

 
 
How Do You Become A Member Of An Apostolic Tribe?: 

1. One must become a born again child of Father through Christ by the Holy Spirit, 
receiving the Spirit of Sonship/Daughtership. This gets one right with God and 
membership in His universal Family. 

2. One needs to become familiar with the values, vision, mission, and strategy of the 
apostolic tribe.  Ask key questions about the centrality and supremacy of God the 
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Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (no cults please).  Ask about statement of faith and their 
view on the authority of Scripture. 

3. One needs to connect relationally with the leadership and members of the spiritual 
family.  

4. One needs to come into deep unity at a “head”, heart, and “hand” level.  This is 
connecting at an “objective level” around outward discernable issues like values, vision, 
concepts, strategy, culture, relationships. 

5. One needs to also hear Father’s voice in their personal spirit.  This is the subjective 
witness of the Spirit to one’s heart.  We know deep down inside, by revelation, that we 
have been sovereignly joined by God to a specific spiritual family. 

6. We do not come in to an apostolic family to change its core values, vision, strategy, or culture or 
to confront or divide its leadership and members.  We come in to our spiritual family in the 
Spirit of peace and unity in order to love God and each other and advance the mission of the 
family.  This does not mean that we have to always agree or that we should never make an 
appeal.  It does mean that our attitudes and actions are always bringing glory to God and 
helping the family reach its common purpose. 

7. We enter into a covenant relationship that enables us to reveal and advance God’s glory. 


