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Discipleship In The Kingdom 
 

1. Christ’s priority and passion to make disciples in the kingdom. to intentionally, 
proactively, relationally…make disciples. Christ made a very tactical and strategic 
decision to invest in a small group of people. He focused on quality of character…and 
drilled down into heart motives…the core of the core of people. Paul the apostle used 
the same strategy as Christ. High investment…concentrated focus on a small spiritual 
family of “sons/daughters”.  
Here is Christ’s high invitation and high investment for discipleship: Matthew 4:19-20-
22; Mark 3:13-19, Matthew 13:44-45, Matthew 28:18-20  
A. Most businesses and religious organizations ask the question…how can we create a 

model that is scalable…and quickly reproduces so we can get results. A religious 
system, that has a scalable model.. would appear to get results. 

B. Christ made disciples using the family model…and knew that true sons are not made 
in a day. It took approximately 300 years for Christ’s discipling model to work. 

 
Apostle Paul’s priority and passion to make disciples in the kingdom:  Colossians 1:28 
“We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we 
present everyone perfect in Christ. To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, 
which so powerfully works in me.” 
 
Disciple-ready heart: 2 Chronicles 16:9 “For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the 
earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.”  
 
Someone comes onto a SROM course…there is a clear set of expectations up front: 
when it comes to this wilderness course..and the practicals involved…you will submit to 
our way of thinking. We have a leave no trace behind policy….you will dress in 
layers..and those layers will not be cotton… you will hydrate.  You will operate as a 
team… you will follow potty protocal…. You will have a good and positive attitude of 
submission…. You will actually do what we say in these areas. You can’t just agree, you 
can’t just have a good attitude…you actually have to do what we tell you. It has to 
manifest in action. 

 
2. Framing discipleship in the context of the kingdom of God. Become a disciple in the 

kingdom….then make other disciples in the kingdom. Matthew 28:18-20…. We have a 
King talking. He has truths…ways of thinking…a will…and he wants his royal subjects to 
understand his mind and heart. Ecclesia…word for church is not a religious organization. 
It is a governing or ruling group of people who have authorization to act on behalf of the 
King. They have delegated authority to transfer his kingdom from heaven to earth.  
A. Training a new citizen and son in the kingdom. Kingdom is a realm of reality in which 

everyone fully obeys Christ the Messianic King. 
1. Head – the mind of Christ. Worldview. Thinking like Christ. 1 Corinthians 2:16 

1 Corinthians 2:9-17 
2. Heart – the heart motives of Christ…character…fruit of the Spirit 
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3. Hand – lifestyle of Christ 
4. End “game” – ruling and reigning with Christ in the kingdom of God.  

 
Christ is the Messiah….anointed king.  All he talked about was the kingdom of God. 
 
Discipleship is the process of making sons-soldiers in the kingdom of God who are fully capable 
of advancing Christ’s kingdom in every area of life.  
The kingdom is an entirely new realm of life. New identity in the kingdom, new heart attitudes 
in the kingdom, new behaviors in the kingdom. Head, heart, hand. 
 
Citizens of another realm of reality.  
 
Discipleship is all about complete and total transformation of a person. 
A new way of thinking, feeling, motives, actions. 
 
This whole thing is supernatural…  
 
Ekklesia…is the ruling body of believers assigned to advance Christ’s kingdom.  
 
 
Spiritual Intelligence – Knowing the Mind of Christ 
 
There are four dynamics that produce transformation in a disciple. 
 

1. Instructional = Truth….. God’s worldview. The mind of Christ. With learn with a 
predisposition to obey. Obedience from the heart…with a spirit of worship….to please 
God. Learning isn’t the end…it’s the means to the end of obedience…to glorify God.  

2. Relational – Character, internal heart motives, are transferred relationally. We become 
like those we bond to…  

3. Experiential 
4. Spiritual  

 
I want to emphasize the Instructional piece…. 
 
Jesus said teach to obey them all that I command. This is the language of a King. We learn God’s 
will and ways in order to obey. Obedience results in great fruit…. 
 
Information without application/obedience results in pride and religion.  
 
Colossians 1:9 – Since we first heart about you, we’ve kept you always in our prayers that you 
would receive the perfect knowledge of God’s pleasure over your lives, making you reservoirs 
of every kind of wisdom and spiritual understanding. We pray that you would walk in the ways 
of true righteousness, pleasing God in every good thing you do. Then you’ll become fruit 
bearing branches, yielding to his life, and maturing in the rich experience of knowing God in his 
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fullness! And we pray that you would be energized with all his explosive power from the realm 
of his magnificent glory, filling you with great hope. Passion Translation 
 
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and 
asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding. And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may 
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 
being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have 
endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.  
 
Philippians 1:9 - And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge 
and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and 
blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ – to the glory and praise of God. NIV 
 
I continue to pray for your love to grow and increase beyond measure, bringing you into the 
rich revelation of spiritual insight of all things. This will enable you to choose the most excellent 
way of all – becoming pure and without offense until the unveiling of Christ. And you will be 
filled completely with the fruits of righteousness that are found in Jesus, the Anointed One – 
bringing great praise and glory to God! 
 
Ephesians 1:15 – For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 
I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit 
of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your 
heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who 
believe.  
 
Because of this, since I first heard about your strong faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and your 
tender love toward all his devoted ones, my heart is always full and overflowing with thanks to 
God for you as I constantly remember you in my prayers. I pray that the Father of glory, the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, would impart to you the riches of the Spirit of wisdom and the 
Spirit of revelation to know him through your deepening intimacy with him.  
 
We/you want to have a very high commitment to the truth…  

1. Natural truths are the self-evident, observable, laws and governing principles that can 
be validated through research, observation, scientific procedure’s and protocols.  The 
universe has measurable and consistent patterns, absolutes…   

nat·u·ral law 
noun 
plural noun: natural laws 
a body of unchanging moral principles regarded as a basis for all human conduct. 
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an observable law relating to natural phenomena. 
"the natural laws of perspective" 
 

2. Spiritual truths…  We understand God because he reveals Himself to us in His 
Word.  
A. Humanism – we place ourselves over the Word of God. 
B. Christianity – we place ourselves under the Word of God 


