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Holy Spirit & Kingdom Authority Involving Spiritual Warfare 
by Timothy Johns 

 
But if I drive out demons by the finger of God (Holy Spirit), then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 
When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. But when someone 
stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up his 
plunder. Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. Luke 11:22-
23 
 
Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle 
is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, 
so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate 
of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 
In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 
evil one. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord's people. Ephesians 6:12-18 

 
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. James 4:7 

 

Your battle is not with flesh and blood: 

Many Christ-followers have been seduced into a humanistic worldview which makes them highly 

vulnerable to loosing spiritual battles. “Your battle is not with flesh and blood.”  

Humanistic Worldview: Ultimate reality is the natural, seen world or realm. Human beings are 
god and therefore determine right and wrong. Human beings are the ultimate authority. You gain 
influence through the power of the soul via persuasion, control, manipulation, intimidation, 
coercion, politically, and positionally. Humanism is a religion – the exaltation and worship of 
human beings as the ultimate authority. This is why most all humanistic political systems 
(Marxism, Communism, Socialism) hate, oppose, and outlaw a true biblical worldview or make 
all religions subservient to the state.  
Biblical worldview: God is the absolute authority and source of truth, morality, right and wrong, 
and power. God (a Spirit Being) created the seen realm from the unseen realm. (Hebrews 11:3) 
The unseen spiritual realm controls the natural realm. God values worship and love which 
requires freedom of choice, He influences through humility by winning our hearts with mercy, 
kindness, and love. He still retains power, but delegates His power to those that have his same 
Trinitarian attributes and character (i.e. humility, subordination, submission). The Trinity is equal 
in value and subordinate in role. 
 
The Holy Spirit is the Person that empowers, leads, and authorizes us to advance the kingdom 
and defeat the demonic realm: Therefore, it is essential that we submit, surrender and obey the 
Person of the Holy Spirit. Sons of God are led by the Spirit of God. Romans 8:14. Our authority 
and victory is through submission and surrender to God and God’s delegated authority. 
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Delegated Authority in the kingdom: Every believer or child of God has been given authority 
over demons. We have also been delegated authority and given power to serve others and make 
disciples. (Matthew 28:18-20) Our God delegates authority to those who are servants. (1 Pet. 5:3; 
Matt. 20:25) In the kingdom, those with the highest authority and power are the ones who have 
been given the most responsibility as servants. The purpose of delegated authority is to defeat 
the powers of darkness. It is also to empower God’s sons and daughters to appropriate their 
authority. True authority in the kingdom passes on God’s authority to others by connecting, 
equipping, empowering, authorizing and mobilizing them to rule, reign, and advance Christ’s 
kingdom. Pride and self-righteousness are our greatest dangers because they open the door to 
the demonic and actually disempowers us. God gives grace to the humble and He resists the 
proud. (James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5-6)  
  
Spiritual warfare: Read Matthew 16:15-17 Let us not perceive our problems with people from a 
humanistic standpoint. Our battle is not first and foremost with people, but with principalities 
and powers. The demonic realm negatively influences people. People who rub us the wrong way, 
who accuse or judge us, or mistreat us are being influenced by Satan. There are many times when 
Satan is speaking to us directly through other people. This happens way more than we think.  
 
Applications: 
Because all authority is ultimately delegated from Christ to people, the degree we are under 
authority is the degree to which we have authority. Paradox: To be “broken and contrite”, and 
humble is the doorway to spiritual authority, power, and influence. Victory is through surrender. 
The key to victory is submitting 100% to the Person of the Holy Spirit. Do not grieve or quench 
the Holy Spirit; He is the Source of your power. (Eph. 4:30; 1 Thess. 5:19) See all life through a 
kingdom lens and worldview. Know your authority as a child of God, and use your authority to 
resist the devil and displace darkness with the kingdom of light. Your battle is not with people 
(flesh and blood), but with principalities and powers from the dark, demonic realm.  
 
Group Exercise & Application Questions: 

1. Practically speaking, in your day-to-day life, what level of awareness do you have of the 
spiritual realm and the dynamics of spiritual warfare? 

2. With your new kingdom worldview “lens”, describe how relational conflicts, negative 
thinking, and temptations may be an attack on your life from the demonic realm. 

3. In light of this teaching about the Holy Spirit, the Kingdom of God and spiritual warfare, 
what changes are you going to make in the way you think and live?  

 


