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The Holy Spirit & Living in the Kingdom Realm vs The World! 
By Timothy Johns 

 

Introduction: The Bible speaks of two realms of reality: the kingdom or the world. We will 

differentiate between the two, and make a conscious decision to move out of the world into the 

kingdom. We live in the World by the power of the flesh…our false self. We live in the Kingdom of 

God by the power of the Holy Spirit in our true self. It takes God’s Spirit to love God. 

 

Our objective:  to understand and see the two realms of reality – Kingdom of God vs The World It is to 

identify and name the dynamics of each realm, so that we can escape the spirit of the world and live 

robustly in the kingdom of God. The goal is to be self-aware, deliberate, consciously competent as to 

which realm we are in. We will cultivate repentance as a way of life. 

 

The “World” is under the control of the “god of this world” – Satan: “World” (cosmos) has different 

meanings in the Bible depending on the context. “For God so loved the world (all of creation)…. “Do 

not love the “world” – the evil realm or system under the control of Satan and demons.  

 
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 
For everything in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--comes not from 
the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives 
forever.1 John 2:15-16 
 
For who among men knows the thoughts of man except his own spirit within him? So too, no one knows 
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us.  And this is what we 
speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual 
truths in spiritual words.… 1 Corinthians 2:11-13 
 

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; 
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, 
orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of 
God. Galatians 5:20-21 

 
 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light 

of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God. 2 Cor 4:4 

 

When the woman saw that the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eyes, and that it was desirable 
for obtaining wisdom, she took the fruit and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 
and he ate it. Genesis 3:6 
 
Instead, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the desires of the flesh. 
Romans 13:14 
 
At one time we all lived among them, fulfilling the cravings of our flesh and indulging its desires and 
thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature children of wrath. Ephesians 2:3 
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Beloved, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from the desires of the flesh, which war against 
your soul. 1 Peter 2:11 

 
Lust is a psychological force producing intense desire for an object, or circumstance fulfilling the 
emotion while already having a significant other or amount of the desired object. Lust can take 
any form such as the lust for sexuality, love, money or power. 
 
Lust of the flesh = The lust of the flesh is that temptation to feel physical pleasure from some sinful 

activity—to do something to make the flesh feel satisfied. It can involve any type of sinful activity that will 

bring pleasure to the body.  

 
Lust of the eyes = The lust of the eyes is that temptation to look upon things we shouldn’t look upon, or to 

have things that we shouldn’t have. In other words, it is to cast our eyes upon something with desire or pleasure, 

even though God has told us not to look upon those things.  

 

The Pride of Life = The pride of life is that sinful temptation for excess greatness or power that we all feel 

the temptation to attain. Pride itself is one of the sins that God hates most. It is the sin that made Lucifer 

(the beautiful angel) turn into Satan (the adversary). Some examples of this sin include the following: 

Desiring to get credit or glory for things that others (or God) did, Desiring for others to worship us or hold 

us in excess esteem, “to make a name for ourselves”, Desiring to feel valued or more important than others 

around us, Desiring to have positions of power over others in a way that puffs up our own ego for the sake 

of bragging rights (Jesus said that those who desire to be great should be the greatest servant) Consider the 

words of Satan himself, who was so filled with pride that he wanted to be God: “I will ascend above the 

heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High” (Isaiah 14:14). 

The Kingdom of God which requires the Holy Spirit of God:  

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in 

the Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and receives 

human approval. Romans 14:17-18 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive out demons, then the 

kingdom of God has come upon you. Matthew 12:28 
 
We live in the kingdom by: 1.) Abiding in Christ as King, 2.) Securely attaching with Christ’s 
Body, 3.) Obeying God’s Word, 4.) Being led and empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Group Exercise: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is here!” Matt 4:17 

1. Describe a place and time in which you knew you were living in the kingdom by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. (evidenced by a sense of Christ’s Lordship accompanied 

by peace, righteousness, joy, kindness in the Holy Spirit). 

2. Describe an area of pride, lust, or flesh that you are battling.  

3. Repent and call on the Holy Spirit to grant the Fruit, Wisdom, Revelation, and 

Power of the Holy Spirit to live solely in the kingdom of God. 


